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21 April 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: Bureau Chlefs

FROM: Chief, FBIS
SUBJECT: Letter of Information
GENERAL

50%1
1., African Bureau

a. Blds were received from three prospective contractors, in
amounts of $47,000 from D'Alberto, Ltd., $57,000 from the African
Construction Co., and $80,000 from Costain, Ltd. The Bureau Chief
recommended that a contract be awarded to the D'Alberto Company.
Headquarters has approved the bid.

b. Floor plans, elevations, and site plans for the houses have
been made available by FBIS to the house construction contractor.
Although the houses will be leased, this asslstance wvas given,
not only to assure features which FBIS desired for its employees,
but also to expedite commencement of construction. Sites for the
houses are being cleared and mamufacture of concrete blocks is
proceeding.

c. A Certificate of Occupancy has been issued FBIS covering the
operations site. An annual rental of 5 pounds per acre was set
for the 35.78 scres being leased. The term of the lease was set
at 80 years, with rent subject to revision every 10 years.

d. Training of the Bureau's two foreign language monitors and
the cruising monitor continues. Cruising, monitoring, and
training operstions continue to be limited Ly equipment short-
ages.

e¢. Antenna plans and specifications have been completed. A con-
tract wvas pregsented to the Marconi Wireless Co. early in April

to cover construction of two Fhombic and four doublet antennas.
Steel towers will be used to prevent damege from African termites,
vhich camnot be checked by any type of wood treatment kmown.

£. On 1 March the FEIS wire for the first time disseminated to
its recipients material wirefiled from the new buresu.

2. Preparations are in progress to send a two-man survey team to
Puerto Rico in May of this year to determine whether the island would be a
suitable location for monitoring South American, African, and Eurcpean
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transmitters. Arrangements providing for Department of Defense rt of
this mission are presently being made. The team, consi of

Deputy Chief, Field Operations Staff, and

Cruising Monitor, BIS, will conduct a survey of reception potential of a
proposed monitoring station on the south central coast of Puerto Rico.
The station's mission would be, not only the improved coverage of Central
and South Amsrica, but also eme cy coverage of Africa and the Medi-
terrenean area. | !Tm

50X1
250X1

50X1

3. The USIB approved a recomendation by its Warning Systems Survey
Camittee that FBRIS undertake a special study to identify bloc propaganda
patterns associated with the building of tension and conditioning of bloe
populations for hostilities. FEIS was directed to take initial steps in
planning this study, with the understanding that implementation of the

project will ﬁtw on the availadility of manpower and

facilities. 50X1

k. PForeign radio and press reaction to President Kennedy's 23 March
statement on the Lactian crisis was stressed daily throughout the month of
March, both on the FEIS wire and in the Daily Report. In sddition to
selected items tranmmitted or published, FBIS supplied the intelligence
commmity roundups of comment, prepared mainly from commmist
sources. 20X1

5. Monitoring observations by FEIS in the Far East indicate that the
Pathet Lao Radic and the Radio of the Laoctian Kingdom have been using the
seme transaitting facllities for some time. Also, recent technical clues
indicate that both radios transmit from the same location as the communist
Yoice of Vietnam station in the Hanoi area. 50X1

6. A Panama Post survey of reception potemtial indicates that expansion
of the Post would permit FBIS to maintain minimum necessary coverage of

Latin American countries. However, no taken pending a study
of manpower and financial resources. 50X1

T. 7The Chief, Engineering Staff, spent two and one-half deys during
the middle of March at the Coles Signal Laeboratory of Ft. Mommouth, Kew
Jersey, attending s symposium on direction finding equipment. He learned
that currently available equipment je in short supply, is priced at $50 to
$75 thousand per set, and is considered obsolete. The Navy and the Air
Force are concentrating on Wollenweber and related interferometer systems,
the first of a new design to be built and put in operation by the Havy on
Okinawa by mid-1962 at & cost of about $4 million. More reasonably priced
Doppler and Time Difference systems, vhich are easily employable by FEIS
on existing real estate, will not be available for several years. It,
therefore, appears that FBIS should deemphasize plans for procurement of

equipment i years, and should concentrate on IFf service from cother
agencies. 50X1
- 2 -
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8. 'The Chief, Engineering Staff, and the Assistant Chief Engineer, ECB,
visited the International Institute of Radio Engineers show and technical
seasions in New York City on March 20 through March 23. They then visited
the Technical Material Corporation manufacturing plant at Mamaronsck, New
York, where they observed operation of a highly stable mechanically tuned
synthegized receiver system that can be programmed to tune itself to a full
duxy's schedule of stations without human attention. They also contacted
Bey State Electronics, at Roxbury, Massachusetts, regarding types of equipe
ment usable in the radio teletype transmission field., This information will
be used by FEIS pment needed to intercept radio teletype
press circuits. 50X1

9. Of 261 items included in the Current Intelligence Digest during
March, 93 (35.6 percent) were based wholly or in part on FBIS monitoring.

950X1

10. During the month 85 percent of Daily Report es were devoted to
broadcast material and 15 percent to press scrutiny. 50X1

11‘ Buresus are reminded that approval of sdvance sick leave is not
automatic. Such requests must go to the Director of Personnel, with appro-
priate recommendations and copcurrences attached, for approval. BSince con-
currence of the Medical Staff is necessary, the request may be processed
more speedily if the required physician's statement is forwarded as soon
a8 possible after the request is teletyped to Headquarters. 50X1

PROPAGANDA ANALYSIS COMMENT (Confidential)

15 Redio Propeganda Reports (Responsible snalyst indicated in paren-
thesger): : '

a. "Soviet Propaganis on the Ides of Joint Studies in Outer
Space.” A copy of this report was forwvarded to Dr. Jercme B.
Wiesner, Special Assistant to the President. 50X1

b. "Soviet Slogans for Mey Day 1961," in the semisnnual series
on the CPSU's Day and October Revolution Amniversary slogans.
\ 50X1
2. Eight spot analyses of Moscow, Peking, Hanoi, and Pathet Lao radio

treatment of the Lactian crisis were disseminated on the FBIS Wire with a

view to defining the Soviet position and calling attention to evident

dissent on the part of Peking, Hanol, and the Pathet Iao. The Director

expressed special interest in the first of these items, vhich was dissemi~

nated on 23 March. This and the seven subsequent items were utilized by

the ID/I's ataff and [ in preparing material for the White House.

(Anslysts:

S50X1
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Other Propegands Analysis Items on the FBIS Wire (Responsible

analyst indicated in parentheses):

b,

5.

a. "Indications of Difficulties in Sino-Soviet Rconomic Talks"

b. "Sinoe-Soviet Trsde Talks Near Comclusion; No Report on
'Bconomic Relatioms' Talks"

c. "Highlights of the 1961 May Day Slogans”
RPB Special Services:

a. FEIS resumed its swpport of the U.S. delegationijto the Geneva
nuclear test<ban talks om 16 March, five days before the talks
recpened. Twenty RFB analyses were cabled to the delegation
through OCI, and key textual material was wirefiled directly to
((hnm'by the London Bureau. This service is contimuing.
Analyst:

b. A study of "Propegands Evidence Bearing on Soviet Weapons De-
velopment and War Planning” was prepared in support of KIE 11-8-R1-
SOVIET CAPABILITIES POR LONG-RANGE ATTACK. (Analyst: | |

c. The first of four weekly Specisl Memoranda on "Omissioms in the
Soviet Home Service” was prepared for the Director, at his request.
After the fourth report is issued, & determination will be made as
to the continued usefulness of the service. (Compiled by
contributions from all snalysts)

d. A Special Memorandum on "Charges of U.S. Racism in Soviet
?rondcutl to Africa” was prepared at the request of USIA/IRI.
Analyst:

RFB has begun informally to explore with FID the feasibility of a

project to exploit the publicstions of key nonbloc commmmist parties in
connection with analysis of the ramifications of the Simo-Soviet dispute
in the world communist movement.

6. The following are among Radioc Propeganda Reports projected or under
considerstion for publication within the next few months (responsible analyst

indicated in parentheses):

a. "Soviet Provincial Press Treatment of Article om 20th CPSU

50X1

50X1
50X1

50X1

50X1

50X1

50X1

50X1

Congress Anniversary: Unusual Display of Local Autonomy™

b. "Polish Literary and Cultural Developments Bince the 10th
Congress of the Polish Writers Unica"

S .
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¢. "Prctlems Encountered in the Administration of CPR Communes"
20X1
7. Salgcn and Okinawa Bureaus are complimented for thelr coverage of
-ne Laotian situation under difficult conditions. The FYI's and comparisons

-+ Hanol and Peking versions of Pathet Lac statements were particularly
imeful to RPE in preparing spot analyses for dissemination on the FBIS wire.
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EDITONIAL BRANCE QWMMENE
GENERAL

1. On 3 April several changes wers mede in the DAILY REPORT format.

The title of the blue book was changed te "Middle Nest, Africs, & West
Eurcpe.” The OFFICIAL UEE ONLY label at the tops of pages was eliminated

- a8 & separating davice betwesa wnclassified and classified segments of the
volume. Upper case pegination was intreduced fer the “white bLook" seguents
and lower case pagination for segments aet to be used in the "white beek."
The label UNCIASSIFIED has besen sbandoned, snd the OFFICIAL WBE ONLY label
now controls material by item rather than by pege, as formsrly. The caveat
on the covers has been changed to reflect ihe new procedure, and chapter
designations have hesn bLrougkt in line with the mew forwmt. '

2. On 16 March the FBIS wire tranmmitted to the intelligenmce commmity
a Saudi Arebis Govermment cesmmnique on projected camcellstiom of the Thalhran
Alr Bese agreement several hours ahwad of the first AP mention.

3. Several recext incideats have forcefully dremstized for editors
in headgquarters a fact ve all Imow: the momitoring opsretiom involves the
possibility of error which, comsidering the nature of the work, camnot be
coampletely eliminated. BPut an swareness of the hazards and pitfalls inherent
in reception and translation is by no means & justification for apsthy or
the acceptance of errers as unavoidable. The mmiber of srrors can be re-
duced bty a cooperative effort im which momiters solicit a fresh peir of
ears to listen to an elusive phrese, aad in whick the editor quastions axy
rendering vhich offenis liis sense of the logical and reasonable.

4, The FYI is an extremely valuable means for providiag the Wire with
an advance capsule sumary of an important item which will be f£iled in more
camprehensive form as repidly as possible. Two receat FYI's which were
overly interpretive in descriding the contexts of a breedcast have exgha~
sized the nesld for the greatest care in the camposition ef these prelimimary
alsrts, especially vhem critical poimts at issue are comcermad. -

2+ On occaslion it is sppropriste to indicate in parentheses the
original laaguage of a word or phrese for which ne standard treaslation
exists, or whan the monitor or editor thinks there is special interest ix
the original word as brosdcast. However, whan an arbitrary translation fer
& specific werd or phrese is usad, the copy as £iled sheuld clearly indi-

cate vhether the original word was the sams each time the translstion
in the copy.

6. DBuresus are again urged to exercise greater care in giving time
elements vhen transmitiing items with precedsnce of 00 or higher. Time of
interception, filing time, and sign-off time should be precise so that speed
of transmissica to headguarters can bs dstemmined accurately.

- 6 -
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T. All buresus are to be commended for their prompt and effective
changeover aad adjustment to the new form of imdicating dstes in logographs.
Both the Daily Report and the FEIS Wire have adopted the new style, although
the Wire uses a samevhat sbbreviated form. There have been very few lapses
by the field, and the result has beemn an extremely smooth transition to a
style vhich minimizes errors, simplifies typimg, amd is more attractive.

8. Reundups of nencommmist press and radio treatment of the Iaotisa
-situstion (28 March) and of free world and comemist handling of the first
maaned space f1ight (13 April) were filed on the FBIS Vire.

Cerman Buresn

1l. The buresu's efforts to cut back the file ¢f marginal EBast German
press scrutiny msterial are spprecisted. It is suggested that more material
frem the Radio Volga programs could be used in place of the press scrutiny
items, particularly talks dealing with army-party relstiocns.

2. BSurveys of particular trunsmissions, such as those frem Warsaw to
Afriea, should be flagged COPY TO BIS rather than COPY 70 RFB (which auto-
matically gets a copy of all bloc material).

1. An increased use of cues could help the burean cut down m its
unused word count. For imstance, cues could well have bLeen sent on Belgrede
press coverage of Tito's activities in Africa. Some of the material filed
was not used in the Daily Report because it was availadle from other socurces.

London Burean

1. Although it is not necessary t0 file all material reviewed in the
daily roundup, if the writer considers material which he has reviewed to be
of sufficient interest he should see to it that it is filed prior to the
tranmmission of his roundup. If time or other factors prevent this, an FYI
should be sent immedistely after the roundup has been filed notifying head-
quarters that the items are being sent.

2. VWhen TAS8 or Redio Noscow carry short summaries of statements by
Westera or neutralist leaders, such as De Gaulle and Nehru, these should be
filed to give an indication of what the USSR ccnsiders significant in the
statements. .

3. The bureau is commended for its rapid and comprehensive handling
of material relsting to the flight of the first Soviet cosmonsut; very little
editorial ‘compression was needsd to publish almost all of the availadle items
on the first two days of the dsveloping story.

k. Statements by commmist leaders cutside the bloc when reported by
Eadio Moscow shonld be filed in full. For example, the excerpting of several
- T -
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key passages out of an article by the Indian Communist Party secretary re-
«ating to Indian -~ Chinese difficulties and criticism of Nehru's policy on
the Congo delayed publication of this significant item umtil £ill-ins had
been received 24 hours later.

Medlterranean Burean

1. The bureau is to he commended for rapid handling of the Warsaw
Pact meeting communique, released well ir advance of other sources on the
TASE transmission for the Central Asia press. It is & g0od exsmple of how
this transmission can provide certain key editorial material on an exclusive
basis. In general, editorial items from this service should be processed
on & limited basis in view of the special publication problems posed. Items
vhich are not of immediate interest should be cued to London, with a drop

copy to headquarters.

2. Consumers apprecisted the weather survey of Soviet regional radios
vhich the bureau filed on its owm initistive.

3. FYI's giving advance notice of processing of long items should,
vhen possible, give a firm indication of the length of the item and the es-
timated time for processing. A statement that "length of the item is
announced as about six TASS stencils" is meaningless to headquarters editors
unless there is accompanying data which gives informstion on the normal
wvordage of such a stencil.

k. Eaitors are requested to identify in an editor's note the party
affiliation of Israeli newspapers covered in the daily press revievw.

West Comst Burean

1. Extra care should be taken in checking proper names. On seversl
occasions recently headquarters has received nsmes of prominent officials
either migspelled or spelled with several variations in one item, e.g.,
Tosi, Tossi, Tozi, Tozzi.

Buresans c::vering Boviet Regional Affairs

1. There has been a noticesdle drcp in the smount of material filed
under the USSR ONLY project which could normally be considered low-level
econoaic information and thus better processed as economic abstracts. Cone
tinuing #fforts to minimize this file will be appreciated.

2. The Daily Report has carried a compilation, om a weekly basis, of
names of Soviet persomalities on a lower than republic level who have been
involved in the many recent administrative changes throughout the USSR.
Bureaus are encoursged to bring informetion of thie type to the attention
of headquarters' editors in the form of weekly FYI's where applicable.

-8-
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ENGINEERTNG AND FIELD OPERATIORS

1. The Soviet television network is expected to be linked with the
televigion network in Past Burope (Intervision) and with the Eurovision Net-
work in Western Europe in time for the Moscow May Day parade. These connec-
tions will bring certain Soviet telecasts within coverage range of FBRIS or
EBC monitoring stations in Burcpe. Radio Moscow has been publicizing the
imminent completion of the conrections for the past few weeks. The Austrian
Bureau was requested to give fullest coverage of Intervision reportage of
the May Day Parade by the Bratislava television station. The London and
German Pureaus were requested to advise vhat coverage will be provided by
their host countries. Their answers will determine what coversge of Furce
vision FBIS will be able to provide.

2. The Broadcast Information Section compiled a special, up-to-date
survey of Cuban radio and television broadcasting for USIA which is to be
used as background material by the Chief, VOA.

3. The much=publicized 100 kilowatt Havana shortwave transmitter
started experimental brosdcasts during the past month on 11770 kilocycles.
The transmitter tests spproximstely three hours nightly, announcing itself
as the "Cuban Experimental Shortwave,” and occasionally runs daytime tests
with tone and modulation. Signal strength in the Washington area is ex-
cellent and should be good in Eurovpe and Latin America as well. There are
indications that it will be officially insugurated on or before May Day
with brosdcasts in at least four langusges. At the present time it broad-
casts experimentally in Spanish only.

4, The Brosdcast Informstion Section recently instituted the practice
of including background and schedule details of foreign press services in
its weekly Station and Program Notes in order to give clients more rapid
service on various foreign press transmissions, new agencies, etc. The
irregularly published "Press Notes and Alterations” will continue to be re-
leased as time permits.

5. Radio Bucharest replaced its French and English programs for the
Near and Middle East with Arsbic language progrsms on 3 April totalling
T hours weekly. This is the first time Bucharest has broadcast in this

language.

6. Buresus are reminded that programs starting at midnight GMT
should be slugged 0000 GMI not OO0l GME. The ending time for programs
closing at midnight GMT should be expressed as 200 GMT.

7. The long and medium wave multicouplers, mamufactured by the Tech-
nical Material Corporstion, and which had been removed from stock to be re-
worked by the manufacturer, have been returned to stock and approved for
shipment to bureaus. The multicouplers nov meet specifications fully.

8. Construction progress on the addition to the Operations Building
at Bolo Point, Okinawa, continues to be slow. Completion now stands at

- 9 -
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T5 percent.
ADMINISTRATION

1. All overseas bureaus are requested to discomtinme the use of the

white "Applicatiocn for Faployment” Form 1193 dated 1 March 1957 for nomn-
American persomnel and use instead the revised yellow Fomm 1193 dsted Sep-
tember 1958.

2. The attention of all classified and foreign national employees 1is
called to the "Retirement Act Order of Precedence” quoted below:

"If there is no designated beneficimry living, any lunpe-swm
benefit which becomes paysble after the death of an enployee
or former employee will be paysble to the first person or
persons listed below who are alive on the date title to the
payment arises.

l. To the widow or widower.

2. TIf neither of the above, to the child or children in
equal shares, with the share of any deceased child dis-
tribvuted among the descendants of that chila,

3. 1If none of the above, to the parents in equal shares
or the entire amount to the surviving parent.

k. If none of the above, to the executor or edministrator
of the estate of the decedent.

5+ If none of the above, to the next of kin umder the
laws of the State in which the decedent was domiciled.”

If an employee wishes his lump-sum retirement to be distributed in
any order other than that ligted above, he should complete §. F. 2808,
Designation of Beneficiary, Civil Service Retirement Systen.

The same order of precedence governs the distribution of unpaid
compensation (i.e., lump-sum salary and annual lesve rayments, trevel,
etc.), and Federal Buployees' Group Life Insurance.

3. Foreign Naticeal or Native Employees insured under the Contract

Hospitalization Plan should never sulmit claims on Form 1618 as this form

is for the use of classified employees only. Instesd, the Bureau Chief or
Adninistrative Officer should submit the same information on foreign pationals
and native persomnsl to headquarters in memorandum form.

k. The following FBIS regulatory issuances were released during the
month of March:

- 10 =
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PERSONNEL, CHANGES
1. New es Assigrment
Analyst, RFB STAT
2. Reassipments From To
Chief Chief STAT
Editorial Branch West Coast Bureau
Editor Editor, USSR & Sect.
Bast Coast Bureau Editorial Branch
Editor Editor
Bditorial Branch Bast Coast Bureau
Clerk Typist Secretary
Editorial Branch Engineering Staff
Chief Chief
RPB London Bureau
Watch Officer Watch Officer
East Coast Bureau Okinewe Bureau
-1l =
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3. Separations From
Chief STAT
West Coast Bureau {Retirement )
Clerk Typist
Editorial Branch (Retirement)

STAT
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